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UM FORENSICS TEAMS HEADED FOR NATIONAL COMPETITIONS
MISSOULA—
Three University of Montana forensics program teams will compete in national debate
tournaments this month in Oregon.
UM junior Jessica Reynolds from Helena and senior Blake Zollar from Bakersfield,
Calif., are currently ranked No. 13 among the top 48 two-person forensics teams that have
been invited to the National Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence March 18-19 at the
University of Oregon in Eugene.
Reynolds and Zollar, political science majors, began the year by splitting first place at
an instructional camp in Springfield, Mo., in August. They have appeared in finals at Western
Washington University and semi-finals at Lewis and Clark State College. The two are
regularly a top team after six rounds of competition.
Two additional UM forensics teams will compete at the National Parliamentary Debate
Association competition March 24-27 at Oregon State University, Corvallis.
UM’s second team members are senior Sam Trammell ofLaurel, a business
administration major, and freshman Svein Newman ofBillings, a political science major.
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Stephanie Swigart, a junior in communication studies from Sumner, Wash., and
freshman philosophy major Alec Baker o fSilverthorne, Colo., will compete in Corvallis as
UM’s third team of debaters.
“The students have worked nearly 20 hours each week to be the most prepared in the
competition,” said Phil Sharp, a UM graduate student from Longview, Wash., who coaches
the forensics teams.
The UM squad of 20 students, now ranked 27th in the nation out of more than 400
schools who participate in parliamentary debate, travels to only seven events a year, Sharp
said, and the teams are at a disadvantage to teams who attend 10 or 12 events.
“Our national ranking is a result of regular-season performances by the squad as a
whole,” he said. “This ranking is impressive and speaks to the hard work of the students.”
Six years ago, UM communications studies Professor Alan Sillars and two UM
students, Ryan Morton and Kim Flansburg, resurrected the University’s forensics program,
which had been officially suspended in 1981 because of funding problems.
With the help of several offices on campus, the Associated Students of UM and the
generous support of alumni donors to forensics through the UM Foundation, a program that
had a long and rich tradition at the University once again became a reality.
Sillars, chair of UM’s Department of Communication Studies, currently manages the
budget for the forensics program and supports the campus teams in many ways, including
making sure they have experienced coaches.
Information about the UM forensics program is online at
http:/ / www2.umt.edu/dcs/forensics/default.htm.
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For information about contributing to the University’s Forensics Endowment, call
Vickie Mikelsons of the UM Foundation at (406) 243-2593.
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